Spring 2009

Lesson 8: Prayers and Principles in Nehemiah
Day One: Read Nehemiah chapters 1-​3
1.
What is prayer?

2.
From Nehemiah 1:4–11, list some of the characteristics of prayer that are revealed by Nehemiah’s words and attitudes, (i.e., reverence).
3.
What in this prayer indicates that Nehemiah knew Scripture?
4.
Looking specifically at Nehemiah’s prayer in chapter 1, what principle can you apply today when you are faced with an overwhelming task?
5.
Do you think this a one-time prayer or an ongoing pattern of prayer, and what application does your answer give for your life?
6.
What place is there in a believer’s life for emergency, or “arrow,” prayer?
Day Two: Read Nehemiah chapters 4–6
1.
What kinds of prayer do you find in these chapters? (e.g., public prayer for help in Nehemiah4:4–6)
2.
Where is prayer in these chapters linked with action, and what are the results?

3.
Where has prayer in your life been linked with action, and what were the results?

4.
Write a life principle from each of these chapters and how you can personally apply them.


a.
Nehemiah 4


b.
Nehemiah 5


c.
Nehemiah 6 

Day Three: Read Nehemiah chapters 8–10
1.
Give some reasons why it is beneficial to begin Bible reading with prayer.


a.
Do you begin your personal study of the Bible with prayer? Can you share the results when you do, or don’t, begin with prayer?

b.
When you begin your study time with prayer, what do you pray that God will do?

c.
How has He answered your prayers?

2.
A prayer of confession followed the people’s reading of the Word in Nehemiah 9:3. How do John 13:10 and 1 John 1:9 relate to this?

3.
Conviction and confession of sin resulted in a covenant promise between the people and God in chapter 10. What have you promised God since you began this study, and how have you fulfilled your promise?

Day Four: Read Nehemiah chapters 11–12
1.
What do you think it looked like when “the people blessed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem” (Nehemiah 11:2)?

2.
The dedication ceremony of the wall was interwoven with music. List all the evidence of this you can find in Nehemiah 12:27–47. Please cite specific verses.

3.
In what specific way does music help you to worship?

a. Does music play a role in your personal time of worship? What does that look like?

4.
Read Nehemiah 12:27–47 with God’s attributes in mind. Cite all the aspects of God’s character that you find.
Day Five: Read Nehemiah 13
1.
Summarize the following prayers of Nehemiah in chapter 13.


a.
13:14


b.
13:22


c.
13:29


d.
13:31

2.
Write an application from each of these prayers to your own life.

a.
13:14


b.
13:22


c.
13:29


d.
13:31

3.
What specific things will you do to change your prayer life because of what you learned through Nehemiah’s prayers? 

4.
What plan do you have this summer to maintain your habit of Bible study and prayer? With whom will you share your plan, in order for that person to keep you accountable? 
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